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Secondly, it cannot be proved that all legal, political,
religious and other intellectual phenomena, all that Marx
and his adherents call the " ideological superstructure ",
are determined by the conditions of production. Yet,
though it is impossible to prove this, it is in many cases
easy enough to prove the contrary.
We are entitled to assume, and it can in many cases
be proved, that the conditions of production have an
important influence on the laws and on the different
activities, customs and opinions of men, much more
important than was thought in former times; neither
has this influence been given due consideration in former
historical works. The inter-connection of cause and
effect in these complicated social phenomena, however,
is difficult to trace and generally uncertain ; it cannot
be doubted that many other factors co-operate in bring-
ing about the results and alter them ; neither can it be
doubted that a great many individual and social pheno-
mena develop independently of the conditions of pro-
duction. The conditions of production are, moreover,
themselves dependent on, and determined by, various
other phenomena, particularly of an intellectual nature,
whereas the productive forces, though belonging to these
phenomena, do not play an active part in creating the
conditions of production.
In Marx's theory, a number of phenomena are segre-
gated from the infinite connection of events and declared
to be basic; according to other theories other pheno-
mena are treated in this way ; no one, however, has yet
been able to furnish the necessary proofs.
The same may be said of class struggle. From
among the countless struggles and conflicts filling the
annals of history, the authors of the theory selected class
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